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A sentient animal is a being that can experience feelings such as pain or pleasure

Health and Wellbeing

Our shared human ethical responsibility for living sentient dogs

A dog is a sentient animal

A sentient animal is not a disorder, a breed, a pedigree, or a bit of a dog
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Intrinsic dog factors 

Our shared human ethical responsibility for dogs

Genetic diversity 
- Inbreeding

Extreme 
conformation

Extrinsic dog factors 

Health and Wellbeing

Pedigree Dog 

Project???
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Concept behind ‘Innate health’

All dogs, regardless of type and breed, should be capable of 
performing all the typical activities necessary for their wellbeing 

within the anatomical, physiological and behavioural 
evolutionary norms for the species and the dog’s stage of life .  

Dan O’Neill, RVC 
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Extreme Conformation in Dogs

Extreme conformation in dogs describes a physical appearance 
that has been so significantly altered by humankind away from the 

ancestral natural canine appearance that affected dogs

 commonly suffer from poor health and welfare, with negative 
impacts on their quality and quantity of life.

International Collaboration for Extreme Conformation in Dogs

https://www.icecdogs.com/home/extreme-conformation 

https://www.icecdogs.com/home/extreme-conformation
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Extreme body conformation as preventable and human-
made harms to innate health may be the most pressing 

welfare issue for domestic dogs right now. 

Extreme Conformation in Dogs
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All dogs should have good ‘innate health’ that is compliant with current animal 
welfare legislation

Schedule 6 (6)(5) of The Animals Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) 
(England) Regulations (LAIA Regs) 2018 states

“No dog may be kept for breeding if it can reasonably be expected, on the basis of its 
genotype, phenotype or state of health, that breeding from it could have a 

detrimental effect on its health or welfare or the health or welfare of its offspring”

Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) (England) Regulations 2018.  
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2018/9780111165485 

Animal Welfare Act 2006. https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/45/contents 

Legislation in England

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2018/9780111165485
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/45/contents
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Innate Health Criteria – Extreme Conformations
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Innate Health Criteria – Extreme Conformations
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Innate Health Criteria – Extreme Conformations



5th IDHW – 14th June 2024“Stop and think before 
buying a flat-faced dog”

Innate Health Assessment
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Innate Health Criteria – Extreme Conformations
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1. Provides an objective tool.

2. Applies to all dogs regardless of size, pedigree, purebred, breed or type. 

3. Does not require specialist equipment, knowledge, medical tests or veterinary involvement. 

4. Supports ethical breeders to breed away from extreme conformations. 

5. Supports ethical owners to acquire dogs without extreme conformations. 

Innate Health Assessment
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Innate Health in French Bulldogs
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