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WEBPAGE ARTICLE: Bien-être animal : le permis de détention devient effectif dès le 1er juillet
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Animal welfare: the detention permit becomes effective from July 1
Introduced since 2019 by the Walloon Animal Welfare Code, the permit to keep a pet becomes effective from July 1, 2022. Concretely, what does this mean?
Until now, everyone tacitly had this permit. It could be removed in case of mistreatment of an animal.
From July 1, 2022, an extract from the central environmental crime and animal welfare file must be presented to acquire (buy, adopt or receive) a pet.

This excerpt will establish that the person is not prohibited from keeping or deprived of his license to keep a pet, these two penalties can be pronounced by a judge or by a sanctioning official.
Businesses, shelters and breeders will have to ask anyone who wishes to adopt, buy or receive a pet to provide an extract from the central file.
How to obtain this document?
The extract from the central file will be issued by the municipality.
For people who do not have a residence in Wallonia, this extract can be requested by mail (simple or registered) from the Directeur Général du SPW Agriculture, Ressources Naturelles et Environnement. Adresse : Avenue Prince de Liège 7 - 5100 Jambes.
Businesses, shelters and breeding farms must keep a register of purchases or adoptions which will include the reference of the extract from the central file and keep the said extract in the appendix for 5 years. On simple request, they must be able to present this register to the control services.
[bookmark: _Hlk106881749]To learn more about measurement, see the Frequently Asked Questions (See below for English version.*)
Ministerial circular explaining how to obtain the extract from the central file available on the bien-etreanimal.be website…
*See: Circulaire ministérielle du 13 juin 2022 relative à l’extrait du fichier central en vue de l’acquisition, l’adoption ou l’achat d’un animal conformément à l’article D. 144 du Livre Ier du Code de l’Environnement et à l’article 46 du Code Wallon du Bien-être Animal
Version 2022/01
(Eng. Translation, text snippet only: Ministerial circular of 13 June 2022 relating to the extract from the central file in for the acquisition, adoption or purchase of an animal in accordance with Article D. 144 of Book I of the Environmental Code and article 46 of the Walloon Code Animal Welfare) Release 2022/01
FAQ - Permis de détention des animaux de compagnie
Source: https://www.wallonie.be/sites/default/files/2022-06/FAQ%20permis%20de%20d%C3%A9tention%20animaux%20de%20compagnie.pdf
A Google translated version of the PDF document follows.
*FAQ – Permit to keep pets in Wallonia – June 2022
• What is the purpose of this permit?
The objective is twofold:
1. Prevent people who have already mistreated an animal from start again with other animals;
2. Avoid impulse purchases without bothering to think about constraints that the keeping of such and such an animal will entail. These purchases dictated by the emotion of the moment too often lead to drop-outs, especially during holidays. Approaches to obtain the document at the municipality will allow you to have a time reflection and avoid such situations.
• Where will I be asked for an animal license?
In establishments specializing in the sale of animals, in shelters and among pet breeders, but only for the sale to individuals, not between professionals.
• I already have a pet, do I need to get a pet license? animal keeping?
No, this permit will only be required for the adoption or purchase of a pet from this July 1, 2022. If this is not part of your projects, you have nothing to do. Furthermore, the permit is valid for 30 days: it is therefore not useful to apply for it either for the purchase or adoption of an animal that would take place later.
• How do I know if I am entitled to a detention permit?
The Walloon Animal Welfare Code provides since 2019 that "any person automatically and immaterially holds the permit, for as long as it has not been withdrawn, permanently or temporarily”, by a judicial or administrative decision. Basically, everyone is so licensed. Persons who would be deprived of this license are informed by mail.
• I plan to adopt a typical pet dog/cat/birds/rodents/NAC: what should I do to get my animal license?
You must go to the counter of your municipality with a document of identity. The municipal agent will then issue you a paper document certifying that you hold the permit, this is an extract from the Central File. A fee may be requested by the municipality. Currently, only the paper format with the seal of the municipality is valid, it is therefore not possible to receive it by email via the e-desk of your common.
• I plan to adopt, as a hobby, a typical barnyard animal hen/rabbit/goat/sheep: what do I have to do to get my license animal keeping?
You must go to the counter of your municipality with a document of identity. The municipal agent will then issue you a paper document certifying that you hold the permit, this is an extract from the Central File. A fee may possibly be requested by the municipality. Currently, only the paper format with the seal of the municipality is valid, it it is therefore not possible to receive the permit by email via the e-counter of your common.
• I am planning to adopt a pet but I do not have a residence in Belgium/Wallonia: how to do it?
In this case, the permit will not have to be requested in the municipality where you are domiciled but directly with the Public Service of Wallonia, Natural Resources, Environment. The request will be sent by mail to
Directeur Général du SPW Ressources Naturelles, Environnement, Agriculture
Avenue Prince de Liège 15
5100 Jambes
The request will contain:
– The surname and first name of the applicant;
– The national register number of the applicant;
– The home address of the applicant.
The extract will then be issued within a maximum of two weeks.
• Is this permit necessary for all animals: even the goldfish?
All pets are covered by this permit. Per animal domestic, means all breeds of dogs, cats, horses, birds, hamsters, mice, fish, chickens, turtles, reptiles and NAC, rabbits, ferrets and goats meant to keep company.
If, on the other hand, the acquisition of the animal is made for purely economic (which implies that you are, for example, registered for the Banque Carrefour de Entreprises), you are exempt from presenting your permit.
• I am a poultry farmer, do I also have to take the steps to each new purchase of poultry?
No, the permit to keep an animal will only be requested from individuals whose adoption or purchase of an animal is done in the context of leisure. In the framework of your professional activity, you are subject to rules different.
• How long is my detention permit valid? do I have to renew?
Just like the extract from the criminal record which is required to exercise certain professions, this permit has a limited duration. The validity is 30 days. Whether after adopting or buying an animal in July you plan to adopt one another within more than 30 days, you will have to return to the counter of your municipality to request this document again.
• How much will I pay to the municipality to obtain this permit?
In application of the principle of municipal autonomy, each municipality can decide to make the document free or chargeable, and if necessary his price.
• If I want to give someone an animal, how do I go about it?
This will no longer be possible without the presence of the beneficiary. Mon one of the objectives of the implementation of this detention permit is to impose a reflection period for prospective adopters or buyers to avoid abandonment a posteriori and/or abuse, for lack of proper information on the needs of the animal to be fostered
• What do I risk if I do not have a detention permit and go all even in a store, at a breeder or a shelter to adopt an animal?
Each animal shelter, commercial establishment and breeder company has the obligation to ask you for the license against delivery of an animal. If they issue you an animal without having received proof of your license (and therefore without having registered it in their register), they expose themselves to a fine of 150 to 200,000 €. You will therefore not be able to buy or adopt the animal that you wished.
You have not found the answer to your question? Call 1718, the administration sets up a hotline to respond to questions from citizens, municipalities or establishments concerned.
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