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Staying up to date with common, let alone rare, health risks in susceptible dog breeds can be 

difficult. In this regular feature, our Educational Partner, the International Partnership for Dogs 

(IPFD), signposts resources on a particular breed and highlights breed-specific diseases 

Meet the Rottweiler - Update Your 
Knowledge! 

Rottweilers are intelligent, devoted working dogs, but also popular as family companions in 

some countries. Problems may arise if dogs are bred to a working standard eg, as guardians or 

for police work and owners of dogs that are sold as companions do not undertake proper 

training early in the dog's life. 

Online one can read about German Rottweilers, American Rottweilers, Roman Rottweilers, and 

Colossal Rottweilers; however, the first two differ primarily by location and both, as pedigree 

dogs should be bred to the German (ADRK) standard. Unfortunately, the latter two are mixed 

breed dogs generally bred for extreme size. Practitioners should help owners to understand that 

tendencies to extremes are generally not beneficial for health and welfare of dogs. Dr Peter 

Friedrich, President of the German Kennel Club (VDH), renowned Rottweiler judge, and member 
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https://adrk.de/index.php/en/verein/allgemeine-informationen
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