Press Release regarding the Brachycephalic Issue

Oct. 23, 2015   Yesterday an unfinished press release was published by mistake regarding the position of the SKK on the so-called brachycephalic petition. Below you may read the final press release, which was sent out on Friday. 
In July 2015 an open letter was sent to the Swedish Kennel Club and the Swedish Board of Agriculture regarding respiratory problems of brachycephalic breeds, including English Bulldog, French Bulldog, Pug and Boston Terrier. The letter was signed by several hundred veterinarians and was titled The Brachycephalic Petition. The SKK welcomed the letter and looks positively on a closer collaboration with veterinarians regarding dogs with breathing difficulties. In August there was a first meeting between the SKK, the Swedish Board of Agriculture, and the veterinarians who had signed the petition and a proposal for work groups was established. A second meeting was held in September with more people involved at which it was agreed upon the need to concretize further work. Outside of this collaboration group discussions have been going on in social media.
We feel it is important that all parties now focus on collaborating towards our common goal.

Debate in Social Media
Since the start of the brachycephalic petition some breeders have felt singled out and questioned whereas others have welcomed the increased collaboration. Several debates have been going on in newspapers and broadcast media, not always with the support of scientific facts. There have been heated discussions in social media and criticism towards the initiators of the petition, other veterinarians, venture capital companies owning veterinary clinics, the SKK, breed clubs, elected officials, breeders and dog owners. Breeders as well as dog owners and veterinarians have been exposed to outright bullying. Individual veterinarians have online expressed their views on breeders not taking their responsibilities, but have also become subjected to harsh criticism.  Some pet owners have reacted by opting out of the veterinarians, who have signed the open letter, while others turn to these veterinarians, specifically.

Facts Collection Underway
The biggest criticism from breeders of flat-nosed breeds is directed towards the critics carelessly saying that many dogs are affected, without specifying what is meant by many. So far there is no documented comprehensive statistics available, but that is one of the issues being looked into by the working groups at this point.  

The County Administrative Board in Skåne Initiated a Control Project
At the same time as the open letter was sent, the County Administrative Board in Skåne initiated, after a previous decision, animal health controls at 12 kennels having the breeds French Bulldog, English Bulldog and Pug. The checks were carried out to investigate if there was any ongoing unauthorized breeding of dogs with respiratory problems. Only kennels registered in the SKK were checked. There has been strong criticism from the concerned breeders against the way these checks were carried out, against those doing the checks and the implications the visits have had. The Swedish Kennel Club has in an open letter again invited the governor of Skåne to collaboration regarding issues of animal protection and breeding.

Backlash among Breeders
Various counter reactions have started like We Care About the Whole Dog and We Love Our Flat-faces. These petitions have been signed by more than one thousand breeders and owners of flat-faced breeds.
.
Raised Awareness Gives Results
The petition significantly shook most of those involved. But we all have, whether you are a veterinarian, official, organization or breeder, a responsibility to do our best regarding this. A raised awareness is perhaps our primary tool to move forward.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Change in the right direction for both animals and people is not made during ”a coffee break” but takes time, but must not hamper the ambition to rapidly and vigorously do all that can be done to influence development in the right direction.
