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Goals

ÅWhat do veterinarians need to know to understand current challenges 
around health and welfare of pedigree and other purpose-bred dogs 
ςin Sweden and internationally?

ÅHow do responsiblebreeding and sourcing of dogs enter into this 
discussion?

ÅHow can you ςpersonally - engage effectively ςstarting NOW?



WHY NOW??
Understand:

ÅChallenges ƛƴ ŘƻƎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘκǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ Χ
ÅPetitions ςSweden, UK
ÅLegislation - Netherlands, Finland
ÅConfrontation vs. collaboration
ÅOutrage culture on social media, 

personal attacks

Promote:

ÅCollective, collaborative efforts for common goals ςOpen, respectful 
dialogue
ÅMaybe based more on evidence and understanding and a little less on emotion?

Link to talk resources on DogWellNet.com:
https://dogwellnet.com/content/international-actions/think-globally-act-locally/reframing-discussions-on-dog-health-
and-welfare-swedish-veterinary-conference-presentation-r714/

https://dogwellnet.com/content/international-actions/think-globally-act-locally/reframing-discussions-on-dog-health-and-welfare-swedish-veterinary-conference-presentation-r714/


Definition ςdog health and welfare
and human-animal interactions

What we say

ÅHealthςabsence of disease

ÅWelfareςabsence of pain and 
suffering

ÅSupport goodHAIsςhuman-
animal bond, but also everything 
people and dogs do together,, 
how animals enrich our lives and 
society, etc.

What we mean
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άtŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ tǳǇǇƛŜǎέΚΚ



https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/world-news/take-a-look-at-the-worlds-most-expensive-pet-animals/tibetan-
mastiffs-1500000/slideshow/64336226.cms

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/world-news/take-a-look-at-the-worlds-most-expensive-pet-animals/tibetan-mastiffs-1500000/slideshow/64336226.cms


Status?
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https://dogwellnet.com/content/international-actions/extremes-of-conformation-brachycephalics/facial-morphology-of-brachycephalic-breeds-
evolution-since-the-end-of-the-xixth-century-and-current-perspectives-r697/?do=edit&d=1&id=697&csrfKey=17ce83561b767a6f7f1fd9a773deadcc  



Purpose bred dogs

Å.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΩ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ

ÅCƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΧ ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎΣ ŜǘŎΦ

ÅCompanionship, appearance, status

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/pets/11744
491/handbag-dogs-fall-out-of-fashion.html

Hawbucks: ά²Ŝ ōǊŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƴƻǘ ǎƘƻǿΦέ

http://www.hawbucks.nl/franse-bulldog/en/our-dogs/



https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/18/diesel-french-police-dog-dies-st-denis-siege

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/18/diesel-french-police-dog-dies-st-denis-siege
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ÅHealthςabsence of disease

ÅWelfareςabsence of pain and 
suffering

ÅSupport goodHAIsςeverything 
people and dogs do together, human-
animal bond, how animals enrich our 
lives and society, etc.

What we mean
Å!ōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘŀōƭŜ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΧ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴ 

acceptable level of disease?
ÅRate?  Risk?
ÅObviously we run into problems if we 

generalize across diseases, breeds, etc!

ÅAdequate, acceptable welfare
ÅNot black and white!

ÅThe role and rights of PEOPLE?
ÅRights of dogs?

ÅVery different across countries





RR=13times

Veterinary Care Events (VCE) Agria Data 2011-2016 Rates per 10,000 years-at-risk

approx. 34% of Pugs
approx. 24% of FBD


