
Labrador Retrievers 

HEALTH STUDY RESULTS

33,320

12.0 
years

Dogs in study

Average 
lifespan

McGreevy, P.D., Wilson, B.J., Mansfield, C.S., Brodbelt, D.C., Church, D.B., Dhand, N., Soares Magalhaes R.J. and O’Neill D.G. (2018) “Labrador 

retrievers under primary veterinary care in the UK: demography, mortality and disorders” Canine Medicine and Genetics.

Average adult 
bodyweight

Males - 35kg

Females - 30kg
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Most Common Causes of Death

Most Common Problems Diagnosed

Average age at 
death: 13.4 years

Average age at 
death: 10.6 years
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CONCLUSIONS:

Ear infections were 
more common in 

chocolate Labs 
(23%) than in yellow 

Labs (17.0%) or 
black Labs (13.0%).

CLICK FOR FREE ACCESS TO THE FULL STUDY

Labrador owners 
should be alert to 

joint problems, 
especially as their 
dog ages, and seek 
veterinary advice if 

concerned.

Owners of Labradors 
should be alert to 

problems with their 
dog’s ears. Chocolate 
Labradors could be at 
increased risk of ear 

infections. 

Overweight/obesity 
is a common issue in 
Labradors. Owners 
can help to reduce 
the risk of obesity 

through appropriate 
diet and exercise.
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The risk of the 
remaining problems 
listed did not differ 
between chocolate 

Labs and non-
chocolate Labs.
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