[bookmark: _GoBack]Advice for breeders with a litter of puppies

In connection with a litter of puppies, a breeder often receives a number of visitors at home. We have below put together some smart advice on how you and your buyer together can lessen the risk of spreading the Corona-virus. Temporary and time limited possibility for dispensation for registration of litters is also available.

Svenska Kennelklubben have received a number of questions from breeders who are looking for information on how to lessen the risk of spreading infections connected to visitors, socialisation and delivery of puppies. What we are presenting are advice that we have put together ourselves, not demands.

Follow the recommendations from the Public Health Agency of Sweden
The most important thing is to be up-dated with the latest recommendations from The Public Health Agency of Sweden. Check regularly at www.folkhalsomyndigheten.se 

Socialise the puppies yourself
Consider if it is necessary to have visitors for socialising your litter. By letting the puppies be a part of your daily life they will be prepared to a life outside the home. To let the puppies be with you in the kitchen or out in the garden when they are old enough is very beneficial/useful.

Be accurate with hand hygiene
Just as in ordinary life, good hand hygiene is extra important now. Please wash your hands before and after you and your family have handle the puppies. Do not forget hand sanitizer.

Find alternatives to physical visits
Let the buyers visit you virtually through a video conversation via for example Skype, Face Time or Messenger. Then you can present the puppies, the bitch and show how you live with your dogs. In the same way, you can get to know the buyers and their home.

Transfer of the puppy
When the puppy is to be transferred/sold to his/hers new family a physical meeting is necessary. Here are some tips on how to lessen the spreading of infections:

· Talk through the transfer before you meet the buyer
· Go through the agreement on the telephone and fill in as much as you can before the meeting
· Answer questions and speculations in advance
· Limit the number of people that are coming for the puppy
· Decide to meet only health persons
· Avoid physical contact but still you need to be careful with hygiene
· Do the transfer outdoors
· Do not send toys, blankets etc. with the puppy

Organise a virtual meeting with your sold puppies
Many breeders organise meetings with puppies and puppy buyers. If you are worried for infections spreading, postpone the meeting until later. Keep in touch with the buyers via social media, e-mail or video conversation until further notice.

Temporary dispensation for registration until May 31st 
SKK is giving a general dispensation from the demand in Code of Ethics and Registration rules that says, that you have to present the result from ophthalmoscopy examination, HD, ED and similar examinations and the demand for known mental status.

The puppies will be registered, but to receive a complete pedigree the examinations demanded by the regulations should be presented, soonest.

NB! Applications for these types of dispensations will not allow registration on-line. The dispensation is valid until May 31st 2020, but can be prolonged, if necessary. 
